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1. First of all – the situation of Poland after 1989 was the situation of double transformation – of the  political and economical system and of the geopolitical location. The second indication seems a paradox, but this is the paradox of reality, not of a rhetorique figure.

At the end of the XX century Poland  changed all its neighbours  without changing at the same time  the geographical  location.
Namely: the Soviet Union was disintegrated and the Russian Federation emerged, DDR collapsed and Germany was unified, Czechoslovakia was divided and Czech and Slovak republics aroused, Lithuanica, Byelorussia and Ukraine realised their state independence. 

     Banal but not noted question is: if all your neighbours have been changed you must change yourself even if you don’t want to.

2. In Poland after 1989 there existed a strong political will to build good 
relations  with all our neighbours.  This will was incarnated  not only  by politicians but also by intellectuals, intelligentsia, students and common citizens. It is almost unbelievable but we have not had during last two decades even one important incident on all our  frontiers – this is the time comparable in  existence with the II Polish Republic of the period between the wars. In contrary  – we realised many, many ( I suppose –  thousands) friendly initiatives with all our neighbours. Of course – the bilateral relations with each  of our neighbors are different – i.e. with Germany and Russia or with Byelorussia and Czech Republic; and we have  particular problems with almost each of them - but general opinion is following: all our neighbour relations are as good as they have  never been and this state  is the merit of many leading groups in our society, political classes and non governmental organizations, mainly students’ belonging to the informal but real Polish sui generis “peace corps”. 

3. The historical heritage of all these relations, during last three or four centuries, was really bad, especially in the XX century with the two world wars and all their consequences. With two great powers, Germany and Russia, it was the experience of imperial domination and extermination – and in consequence the hostility almost timeless and metaphysical; with our minor neighbours in turn - it was the experience of many ethnical and territorial conflicts and ignorance or hostility. All theses elements of historical heritage were culminating during the period of the II Polish Republic (between the wars) and the II World War. I pass on over the  consequences of theses historical perturbations because they are well known. But I would like to emphasise one internal but strong lesson for Polish citizens and leading groups – never again the same experience. Such was the mental, emotional almost sensual background of these great changes of Polish attitudes towards all our neighbours. 

4. But without a political vision and a historical idea this background remains probably the waste land. In the centre of the XX century, in the fifties, the small group of Polish high intellectuals (as Miłosz, Gombrowicz, Czapski, Mieroszewski) émigrés in Paris, lead by Jerzy Giedroyc, editor of the revue “Kultura”, began the work of transformation of traditional Polish attitudes towards the neighbours. This work was inscribed in a prophet vision of disintegration of the Soviet Union by the  emancipation of the nations of this Union, first of all  Ukraine, Byelorussia and the Baltic countries. This vision does not remain only a verbal prediction, as with the  Polish Messianists of the XIX century, but became the object of hard, systematic, everyday work in all vicinity dimensions and in the transformation of the Polish historical and cultural model. This work has taken almost fifty years, half a century, and has really changed the dominating attitudes of Polish elites towards our identity and vicinity. When “Solidarity” emerges and Poland regains the independence - the fundamental premises of Polish politics and Polish attitudes towards our neighbours were elaborated. 
Maybe it is the unique case in world history when the émigré prepared the political success of  the state politics; it is sure that the half century of the work of Jerzy Giedroyc and “Kultura” is the most exceptional achievement in universal history.

